R CITY OF ' NAGASAKI

Mayoral Message

- On behalf of the citizens of Nagasaki, I would like to extend this message to the “Floating
Lantern Peace Ceremony 2019,” held at the Olympic Plaza in Calgary City, Canada.

At 11:02 a.m., August 9, 1945, Nagasaki instantly took devastating amounts of damage frlom a
single atomic bomb. 74,000 precious lives were lost, and a furtheli 75,0.00' were. injured. Even
today, those who narrowly survived carry deep mental and physical wounds that will never heal
and continue to suffer from the .aftereffects from the exposure to the radiation.
Those survivors, the hibdkusha, and the citizens of Nagasaki have been_determined to make sure
that no one else in the world ever experiences the tragedy of an atomic bombing, and with the
heartfelt wish of “making Nagasaki the last place on earth to suffer nuclear devastation,” they

have continued to appeal for the realization of “a world without nuclear weapons.” -

 Next year marks the 75" anniversary of the bombing. However, there currently exists
approximately 14,000 nuclear warheads across the world. The'state of international affairs in
‘regard to nuclear weapohs is turning into a critical situation.- Now more than ever, for the
realization of a world without nuclear weapons as soon as pos;s,ible, the civil society must comé

together and raise their voices on this matter.

~ For the sake of peace, there are many things that each and every one us can do. Everyone’s
individual and invaluable efforts will become a tremendous driving force that will lead us to
peace. As powerful and important allies, we will continue to walk down this path aiming for a
world without nuclear weapohs, and together we will further spread peace to the world.

Through the “Floating Lantern Peace Ceremony 2019,” I hope that you will share our wish for

- peace and spread the voices calling for the abolition of nuclear weapons.

Tomihisa Taue
Mayor of Nagasaki
August 3, 2019
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