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P . 1UPCOMING PCS EVENTS

CANADA’S ROLE IN A TIME OF ONGOING CONFLICT: 
THE ISRAEL–PALESTINE CRISIS
Dr. Muhannad Ayyash, Sociology, Mount Royal University
Online via Zoom
Free. 7:00 PM. Details and registration here.

14
JAN

DEFENCE FUNDING AND THE PITFALLS OF THE GOLDEN DOME
ONLINE via ZOOM
Cesar Jaramillo. Former Exec. Dir. Project Ploughshares,
Executive Director SANE
Online via Zoom
Free. 7:00 PM. Details and registration here.

11
FEB

FIGHTER JETS: 
ARE THERE BETTER OPTIONS FOR SECURING CANADA?
Paul Maillet, 
Paul Maillet Center for Ethics & Peacebuilding Canada
Online via Zoom.
Free. 7:00 PM. Details and registration here.

11
MAR

SOVEREIGNTY ISSUES IN A CHANGING CANADIAN ARCTIC
Free. 7:00 PM. Details and registration to follow.15

APR

NONVIOLENT APPROACHES TO THE DEFENCE OF CANADA
Richard Sandbrook, Science for Peace, University of Toronto
Online via Zoom
Free. 7:00 PM. Details and registration to follow.13

MAY

HOW TO BEST DEFEND CANADA EVENT SERIES

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/canadas-role-in-a-time-of-ongoing-conflict-the-israelpalestine-crisis-tickets-1978315007442?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/defence-funding-and-the-pitfalls-of-the-golden-dome-tickets-1978315998406?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/fighter-jets-are-there-better-options-for-securing-canada-tickets-1978317103712?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl


Golden Dome and the Myth of Invulnerability
The United States’ proposed ‘Golden Dome’ missile-defense plan promotes a costly illusion

of invulnerability that risks diverting attention from real nuclear-risk reduction efforts.

To view the full article, click here.

Special Report: For Armenia, ‘Peace Is Established’
Armenia and Azerbaijan have initialed a U.S.-brokered peace

agreement and declared that peace has been established 

between the two countries after decades of conflict.

To view the full report, click here.

The Risk of a Radical Escalation Leading to Actual 
Conflict Between NATO and Russia Grows
The escalating war in Ukraine has raised the danger of 

an outright conflict between NATO and Russia as core 

issues like control of the Donbas and broader European

security remain deeply entangled.

To view the full article, click here.

The UN Security Council Accepts US Plan for Gaza With Wariness
The United Nations Security Council approved a U.S.-led resolution to 

authorize an international stabilization force and transitional 

governance structure in Gaza as part of Washington’s broader

peace plan, despite reservations from some members about 

Palestinian participation and sovereignty.

To view the full article, click here.

Trump rebukes Putin for testing new missiles, tells him to end the war
President Donald Trump sharply criticized Russian President Vladimir Putin after Russia

announced it had tested a new long‑range, nuclear‑powered cruise missile, urging 

Putin to focus on ending the war in Ukraine instead of pursuing weapons development.

To view the full article, click here.
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https://sanepi.org/golden-dome-myth-of-invulnerability/
https://passblue.com/2025/09/28/special-report-for-armenia-peace-is-established/?utm_source=PassBlue+List&utm_campaign=eb2fee11e9-RSS-ST_SetonHall_22Mar2025&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4795f55662-eb2fee11e9-55044226ry-trained-americans-trust-in-the-presidents-nuclear-launch-authority-dropped-during-iran-crisis-heres-why-it-matters/#post-heading
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/ukraine-russia-war-nato-putin/
https://passblue.com/2025/11/17/the-un-security-council-accepts-us-plan-for-gaza-with-wariness/?utm_source=PassBlue+List&utm_campaign=fe10e5b15a-RSS-ST_SetonHall_22Mar2025&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4795f55662-fe10e5b15a-55044226
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/10/27/russia-us-trump-putin-missile-test/


Opinion: The nuclear illusion: mistaking luck for security
Nuclear weapons are still a serious and growing danger in 

today’s multipolar world, reliance on nuclear deterrence is 

a risky illusion rather than a security strategy, and renewed

arms control and disarmament efforts are urgently needed.

To view the full article, click here.

Resumption of Nuclear-Explosive Testing: A Dangerous Path
Renewing explosive nuclear testing after decades of moratorium

would dangerously reverse global arms‑control norms, heighten 

the risk of a new arms race, and undermine key treaties like the 

Comprehensive Nuclear‑Test‑Ban Treaty.

To read the full piece, click here.

How nuclear submarines could pave the way for nuclear weapons in South Korea
The Trump administration’s approval for South Korea to develop and fuel nuclear‑powered

submarines could effectively give Seoul a “latent” nuclear weapon–state capability,

destabilizing an already nuclear‑armed Northeast Asia and raising proliferation concerns by

encouraging policies and technologies that blur the line toward actual nuclear armament.

To view the full article, click here. 

New Nuclear Weapons Testing ‘Would Be Really Damaging to U.S. interests,’ Expert Says
Any move by the United States to resume nuclear weapons testing after decades would be

detrimental to U.S. interests, undermining global non‑proliferation norms, risking an arms

race, and damaging international security at a time of heightened nuclear tensions.

Featuring expert commentary, including from international security specialist Ankit Panda.

To view the full article, click here.

Living in a House of Dynamite
This article examines how Kathryn Bigelow’s new film uses a fictional nuclear crisis to

illustrate the structural risks and uncertainties in today’s nuclear-deterrence system. It

provides an overview of the issues the film raises, their relevance to current nuclear policy

debates and why nuclear stability may be far more precarious than we assume.

To view the full article, click here. 
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https://www.digitaljournal.com/world/op-ed-the-nuclear-illusion-mistaking-luck-for-security/article
https://www.ipsnews.net/2025/12/resumption-of-nuclear-explosive-testing-a-dangerous-path/
https://thebulletin.org/2025/12/how-nuclear-submarines-could-pave-the-way-for-nuclear-weapons-in-south-korea/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://outrider.org/nuclear-weapons/articles/new-nuclear-weapons-testing-would-be-really-damaging-us-interests-expert?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://opencanada.org/living-in-a-house-of-dynamite/


A discussion on Remembrance Day, war, pacifism, and 

faith, leaning into hard questions such as: 

how to honor courage without glamorizing war

how to include civilians alongside veterans

how to keep memory honest when distance invites denial

This episode is joined by Canadian Armed Forces chaplain Capt. Justin McNeil and

philosopher Dr. Trudy Govier, and navigates symbols like the red and white poppy,

the surge in defense spending, and the chronic underfunding of diplomacy.

Listen here, or wherever you stream your podcasts

P . 4THINK PEACE

GLOBAL PEACE INDEX 2025
This report presents the most comprehensive data-

driven analysis to date on trends in peace, its

economic value, and how to develop peaceful

societies. It uses 23 qualitative and quantitative

indicators to measure the state of peace across three

domains: the level of Societal Safety and Security;

the extent of Ongoing Domestic and International

Conflict; and the degree of Militarisation.

To view the full report click here.

PREPARED TO DROWN PODCAST EPISODE:
THE WATER REMEMBERS

The 2025 GPI finds that global peacefulness continues 
to decline and that many of the leading factors that precede major conflicts are
higher than they have been since the end of WWII. More countries are increasing
their levels of militarisation against the backdrop of rising geopolitical tensions,
increasing conflict, the breakup of traditional alliances and rising economic
uncertainty. Iceland remains the most peaceful country in the world, joined at the
top of the index by Ireland, Austria, New Zealand and Switzerland.

https://www.preparedtodrown.com/
https://www.preparedtodrown.com/
https://www.preparedtodrown.com/
https://www.economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/GPI-2025-web.pdf
https://www.economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/GPI-2025-web.pdf
https://www.economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/GPI-2025-web.pdf
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Ploughshares Calgary was originally established in 1982 as one of 9

local groups supporting the mandate of the national anti-nuclear and

pro-peace organization, Project Ploughshares. Due to requirements

of the Canada Revenue Agency, we are now a separate organization. 

We share fundamental values and continue a productive relationship.

WHY CIVIL SOCIETY STILL MATTERS IN DISARMAMENT

Civil society groups continue to play a crucial role in shaping

disarmament agendas, influencing norms, and holding

governments accountable, even as diplomatic space and

funding for their participation decline.

To view the full analysis click here.

Nov 19, 2025

PROJECT PLOUGHSHARES

CANADA STRONG? ANALYZING CANADA’S DEFENCE SURGE

Canada’s 2025 federal budget massively increases defence spending and

investment in domestic military industry to meet NATO targets and reduce

reliance on U.S. suppliers, but the promised economic and autonomy benefits are

uncertain and could lead to increased arms exports with human-rights concerns.

To view the full piece, click here.

THE MACHINES AREN’T WAITING
Nov 19, 2025

Autonomous weapons and AI-enabled systems are already influencing

modern warfare, but international efforts to regulate or ban systems that

can select and engage targets without human control have stalled,

leaving diplomacy lagging far behind rapid technological change and

setting up 2026 as a pivotal year for deciding how to govern them.

To view the full article, click here.

Nov 19, 2025

http://ploughshares.ca/
https://ploughshares.ca/why-civil-society-still-matters-in-disarmament/
https://ploughshares.ca/why-civil-society-still-matters-in-disarmament/
https://ploughshares.ca/canada-strong-analyzing-canadas-defence-surge/
https://ploughshares.ca/canada-strong-analyzing-canadas-defence-surge/
https://ploughshares.ca/the-machines-arent-waiting/
https://ploughshares.ca/the-machines-arent-waiting/
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Nine years on: 
renewed commitment to Colombia’s peace agreement
Colombia reaffirmed its commitment to the Final Peace Agreement
nine years after its signing, highlighting its global significance and
the need for strengthened, coordinated implementation to improve
security for communities, social leaders, and former combatants.
(The Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs (DPPA)

UN to conduct new study of the broad impacts of nuclear war.
The United Nations General Assembly overwhelmingly approved a resolution to
launch a two-year, expert-led UN study on the wide-ranging impacts of nuclear war
to assess physical, environmental, climatic, health, economic, and societal
consequences. The first such effort since the 1980s 
(Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists)

Study: The ozone hole is healing, thanks to global reduction of CFCs
The MIT-led study shows with high statistical confidence that the
Antarctic ozone hole is healing largely because global reductions in
ozone-depleting chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) have allowed the
ozone layer to recover. (MIT NEWS) 

Douglas Roche was presented with the annual award from 
Canadian Leadership for Nuclear Disarmament 
Distinguished Achievement Award presented to the Hon. Douglas J. Roche O.C. 
The citation reads “In deep appreciation of your lifetime of service towards 
a nuclear weapons-free world and your persistent disarmament advocacy
 and education as a parliamentarian, diplomat and civil society leader“ 
(View the presentation on YouTube here)
(Read Douglas Roche’s speech courtesy of Centre for International Policy Studies here.)

Three Years After Trial Launch, Ireland Is Making 
Basic Income for Artists Program Permanent
Starting in 2026 after a successful three-year pilot that provided
selected artists with a regular stipend (roughly $1,500/month),
aiming to give creative workers financial stability and support
their artistic practice long-term. (ART News) 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/18/opinion/2024-child-mortality-poverty-growth.html
https://dppa.un.org/en/week-dppa-22-28-november-2025
https://www.positive.news/society/buzzing-with-purpose/#:~:text=Molly%20Earl%20was%20%E2%80%9Cjust%20a,the%20box%2C%E2%80%9D%20she%20laughs.
https://thebulletin.org/2024/11/un-to-conduct-new-study-of-the-broad-impacts-of-nuclear-war-not-all-countries-want-to-know/
https://news.mit.edu/2025/study-healing-ozone-hole-global-reduction-cfcs-0305
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/18/opinion/2024-child-mortality-poverty-growth.html
https://youtu.be/mr2puai0rFY?si=qpR573kCUnz7lRgG
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Doug-Roche_PB_46.pdf
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/ireland-basic-income-artists-program-permanent-1234756981/
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NUCLEAR MAP OF CANADA
2025
The updated 
Nuclear Map of Canada from the
Canadian Coalition 
for Nuclear Responsibility,
available in both English and French. 

View the full English map here.

ELIZABETH MAY MARKS 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.N.
Elizabeth May hosted a media conference with the Hon. Douglas Roche O.C.
and Alex Neve O.C. to mark the 80th Anniversary of the UN, setting out steps the
Government of Canada could do to better support the good work of the U.N. 
To watch the full video, click here.

2025 BEST BLOG AWARD WINNER:       THE 2% NATO DEFENCE
SPENDING TARGET IS NOT EVIDENCE-BASED POLICYMAKING
Cesar Jaramillo argues the NATO benchmark of spending 2 % of GDP doesn’t
reflect actual security needs and overlooks the full range of contributions that
countries such as Canada make to collective security.
To view the entire award winning blog post, click here.

FROM NUCLEAR DETERRENCE TO DEMOCRATIC RESILIENCE:
TOWARDS A 21ST CENTURY SECURITY PARADIGM
This policy paper from the London School of Economics’
Conflict and Civicness Research Group argues for a shift
away from Cold War-style nuclear deterrence toward a
21st-century security approach based on democratic
resilience, conventional defence, and societal strength. 

To view the full paper, click here. 

https://ccnr.org/Nuclear_Map_e_2025.pdf
https://ccnr.org/Nuclear_Map_e_2025.pdf
https://ccnr.org/Nuclear_Map_e_2025.pdf
https://ccnr.org/Nuclear_Map_e_2025.pdf
https://www.cpac.ca/headline-politics/episode/elizabeth-may-marks-80th-anniversary-of-the-un--october-24-2025?id=f2ce485d-47f5-4a21-ae82-8b88eecd4350
https://www.cpac.ca/headline-politics/episode/elizabeth-may-marks-80th-anniversary-of-the-un--october-24-2025?id=f2ce485d-47f5-4a21-ae82-8b88eecd4350
https://www.visionofhumanity.org/why-conflicts-escalate/
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/2024/12/16/the-2-nato-defence-spending-target-is-not-evidence-based-policymaking/
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/2024/12/16/the-2-nato-defence-spending-target-is-not-evidence-based-policymaking/
https://www.cips-cepi.ca/2024/12/16/the-2-nato-defence-spending-target-is-not-evidence-based-policymaking/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/projects/conflict-and-civicness-research-group/assets/Assets/Publications/Research-Reports/Non-Nuclear-Deterrence-Report-Final.pdf
https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/projects/conflict-and-civicness-research-group/assets/Assets/Publications/Research-Reports/Non-Nuclear-Deterrence-Report-Final.pdf
https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/projects/conflict-and-civicness-research-group/assets/Assets/Publications/Research-Reports/Non-Nuclear-Deterrence-Report-Final.pdf


The documentary asks what lies behind Russia's nuclear
blackmail actions, what possible solutions exist, and what post-
war security policy must look like to prevent future nuclear
threats. It follows three employees of Ukrainian nuclear power
plants, revealing the human toll of Russia’s occupation: fear,
illegal interrogations, and torture. By weaving present-day
testimonies with echoes of the past, the documentary reflects
on a country that has never forgotten the world’s worst civilian
nuclear accident—nor the promise it made in 1994, when Ukraine
gave up its nuclear arsenal in exchange for security guarantees.

P . 8INFOTAINMENT
UNIVERSAL: RENEWING HUMAN RIGHTS
IN A FRACTURED WORLD BY ALEX NEVE

NUKEMAILING

FATEFUL HOURS: THE COLLAPSE OF THE
WEIMAR REPUBLIC BY VOLKER ULLRICH
In Fateful Hours, award-winning historian Volker Ullrich chronicles

the captivating story of the Republic, capturing a nation and its

people teetering on the abyss. Drawing on letters, memoirs,

newspaper articles, and other sources, Ullrich charts the many

failed alternatives and missed opportunities that contributed to

German democracy’s collapse. Ullrich argues that, right up until

January 1933, history was open, there was no shortage of

opportunities to stop the slide into fascism. Just as in the present,

it is up to us whether democracy lives or dies.

The 2025 Massey Lectures delivered by human rights activist and

former secretary general of Amnesty International Canada Alex

Neve. This is not universality’s finest hour. At a time of immense

global challenges, the promise of the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights is deeply contested and frayed, even as people

demand and embrace their rights as never before. Alex Neve

investigates where we went wrong, how we have progressed, and

what we can do to fulfill the promise that human rights are

inherent, inalienable, and applicable to all people.


